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called either "enormous" or "splendid,5* with-
out the strangest abuse of these terms. *
In almost every part of Upper Egypt, there
are grottoes, scarcely visited from their compa-
rative insignificance* which are superior in tfe-
* As a proof that even those who are very pious may enter-
tain contemptible opinions of the extent and riches of the Holy
Land, a passage may be given here from an English pilgrim,
who visited it about the year 1600. He concludes the account
which he has given of the Holy City, with these words : " Thus
have I described the city of Jerusalem as it is now built, with
all the notable places therein, and near urfto the same, and the
country aboat it, by which comparisons you may well under-
stand "the situation of most of the places near unto it; and
thereby you may perceive that it was but a small country, and
a very little plot of ground which the Israelites possessed in the
land of Canaan, which, as now, is a very barren country; for
that within fifteen miles of Jerusalem, the country is wholly
barren, and full of rocks, and stony ; and unless it be about the
plain of Jericho, I know not any part of the country at this
present, that is fruitful." Thus far is a simple declaration of
what the pilgrim witnessed. The reasons which he gives for
the change, ;and , the, proofs which he addupes ^to show the
utterly, desfatute state of its inhabitants through its barrenness,
arfc Scoo curious to be omitted. He continues:' ** What hath
been i& titties past, I refer you to the declaration thereof made
in the Holy Scriptures. My opinion is, that when it was fruit-
ful, and a land that flowed with milk and honey, that then God
blessed it, and that as then they followed his commandments;
bat now, being inhabited by infidels that pmj&fce the name of
Christ, and live in all filthy and beastly, manner,, God curseth it,
and so it is made bairen; for it is so barren that I could get
no bread when 1 came near unto it; for that one night as I
lodged short of Jerusalem, at a place called in the Arabian
tongue, Cuda Chcnalcb, I sent a Moor to the house (no$ far